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* Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. — Royce, 1924. 


"| felt a tremendous 
sensation of power. 


And then I switched 


the engine on." 


For those used to being in the driving seat, the driving seat of the Bentley Turbo R is the 
place to be. It affords a feeling of power that becomes decidedly more tangible when 
the turbo-charged, inter-cooled V8 engine breathes into life, transporting you 


from standstill to one hundred in something under seven seconds. 


And, should you choose to make a takeover bid, you'll find more than enough 
brake horse power at your disposal. Certainly enough to enjoy life in the fast lane. 
Fortunately, stopping is considerably less dramatic, thanks to power braking, 
while revolutionary suspension and interactive power steering allow you to 
manoeuvre with astonishing agility. No wonder so many of the well-heeled 


put their foot down and insist on the Bentley Turbo R. 
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Editorial and Events List 
Obituary — Percy W. Markham 
From the Federal President 
Letters to Editor 
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ARTICLES 


By Ghost to Beyond the Black Stump 
Christine Fry, writing in Perth, came all the way 
East with husband Roger to drive a Silver Ghost 
on the Beyond the Black Stump Overlander 


Post-Federal Rally Tour to the Whitsundays 
Anne Glynn takes us on the 1994 Post-Rally Tour 


Touring by Derby Bentley 
Ted Hauser writes about the enormous mileage he 
and Patricia have clocked up in the past two 
years in their 1936 Bentley 32 Litre 


Silver Ghost High Compression Pistons 
Derek du Toit explains how some Silver Ghost 
owners are boosting the performance of their cars 


Mascots and Insurance 
David Miller reveals how he rescued Eleanor 
from the Canberra underworld 


Front Cover Photos: 


Top: Undoubtedly the ‘flagship’ of the Beyond the Black Stump Overlander, the stately 
1967 Phantom V H.J.Mulliner, Park Ward limousine (5VF 159) owned by John Matheson 
(N.S.W.) outside the Welwind Aeroplane & Motor Car Works at Luskintyre Airfield in the 
Hunter Valley, N.S.W., en route to the Federal Rally in Toowoomba. 


Bottom: The Beyond the Black Stump Overlander group at Dorrigo, N.S.W. This was the 
superb lunch venue on Day 5 of the Overlander, right on the escarpment with magnificent 
views to the Pacific Ocean in the distance. Photos by the Editor. 
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At what has become an annual Victoria Branch event at the property of John & Jan Altmann in 
November last year the Guest of Honour was Mr Bill King, son of the Mr King who established 
the Australian coachbuilding firm Martin & King, several examples of whose coachwork on 
Rolls-Royce chassis were on display and Mr King gave a talk on Martin & King. lvan Pearson's 
photograph shows Bill King (centre) in a discussion with Byron Dobson (left) and Gil Ralph. Ivan 
reports that Mr King has a clear, resonant voice and excellent diction belying his age. 


Branches 
Members planning to attend events of other Branches should contact the 


Secretary of the Branch concerned (listed in the front of this journal) for full 
details of times, venues, etc., and of other events not listed here. 


March 19 Vic. Polo at Flowerfield. 

April 2 N.S.W. Annual Commemoration Run. 
April 9 Vic. Annual Concours d'Elegance. 
April 25 N.S.W. Anzac Day Picnic. 


Federal 


April 22-29 R.R.0.C.A./Silver Ghost Association Australian ‘Wholly 
Ghost Tour’, Thredbo and Beechworth, N.S.W./Vic. 


June 8-12 37th Annual Federal Rally, Barossa Valley, South 
Australia. Hosted by the South Australia Branch. 


International 


March 10-12 N.Z.R.R. & B.C. National Rally and A.G.M., 
Napier, New Zealand. 


June 16-18 R.R.E.C. Annual Rally and Concours, 
Althorp Park, Northamptonshire, U.K. 


August 8-12 ‘Evergreen Getaway’ — the 44th R.R.O.C. Inc. Annual 
Meet, Bellevue, Washington, U.S.A. 
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R.R.E.C. Annual Rally 


Important notice 


Members intending to attend this 
year's R.R.E.C. Annual Rally at 
Althorp should please note that 
advice has been received from the 
R.R.E.C. that the dates of the Rally 
have been changed to the middle 
weekend in June, the 16th-18th. 
Therefore, the dates indicated in the 
Events List in the last two issues of 
PRAECLARUM, though believed to 
be correct when going to press, 
should now be disregarded. 

The upside of this is, of course, 
that there is now no clash with our 
own Federal Rally in the Barossa 
Valley and with a little creative travel 
planning you could now attend both! 


Fromthe Editor 


W.A. Branch Anniversary 


The Western Australia Branch is to be 
congratulated on its forthcoming 30th 
Anniversary, which occurs on May 6th. In 
recent times the W.A. Branch has 
become the fastest-growing, in terms of 
percentage growth in members and cars, 
of all the Branches and although we see 
little about our most far-flung Branch in 
PRAECLARUM, there is no doubt that it 
is a vibrant and enthusiastic Branch, as 
I'm sure any member who has attended 
Federal Rallies hosted by the W.A. 
Branch would testify. 

Mark Babidge, the Branch Historian, 
is writing a history of the Western 
Australia Branch and is seeking help 
from any member who may have items 
of interest to this project. These could 
include photographs, anything pertaining 
to the 1974, 1979, 1985 and 1991 
Federal Rallies and 1965-84 W.A. 
Branch newsletters. These items will, if 
donated, become part of the Branch 
library/historical records. 

If your car was originally from Western 
Australia or at any stage had an owner 
who was Western Australian, Mark 
would also appreciate particulars. 
Please contact: 

Mark Babidge, 

17 Duncraig Road, 

Applecross, W.A. 6153 


1-95 


Telephone: 09-364-2861 (remembering 
the time difference!) 
FAX: 09-364-3458 


Foundation donation 


In the A.C.T. Branch Annual Report in 
P.6-94 Branch President Bob McCulloch 
remarked that the 1993 Federal Rally in 
Wagga Wagga “left the Branch finances 
in good shape”. 

Accordingly, the December 1994 
meeting of the A.C.T. Branch voted to 
direct some of these funds towards 
where they can do the most good for the 
movement as a whole by making a dona- 
tion of £1,000 to the Sir Henry Royce 
Memorial Foundation. It is anticipated 
that this donation will be used for a 
specific project at the Hunt House. 

Members who have visited the Hunt 
House — and there have been plenty 
judging by the number of familiar names 
| have seen when glancing through the 
visitors book on my own visits — will 
realise just how vital it is to keep the 
Foundation thriving. Though it is natural 
for us to feel remote from the Foundation 
and its headquarters in England, in fact 
we are part of an increasingly close-knit 
world-wide movement. In the past other 
Branches of the Club have made similar 
donations in recognition of this. 

The Hunt Houseis, of course, the sole 
repository for all Rolls-Royce motor car 
archival material from the Company, 
without which our entire movement 
would be infinitely the poorer. But it is 
even more than that. The Hunt House is 
the international mecca for Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley enthusiasts. This cannot be 
overstated. Hence the vital need for 
organisations such as ours to assist with 
funding whenever and to whatever ex- 
tent we are able. 


Collaborative Agreement 


If you routinely believe news media 
reports you will now believe that future 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars will 
have Mercedes-Benz or BMW engines, 
depending upon which reports you were 
exposed to. | heard both versions on 
television on consecutive evenings! A 
December 1994 Vickers news release 
(which arrived too late for P.6-94) has 
settled the issue. 

The Vickers announcement states in 
part that “an agreement in principle has 
been made between Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd and BMW. This agreement out- 
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South Australian Branch newsletter Editor John Bull is famed for his sketches and wash drawings 
of cars and buildings, many of which have appeared in PRAECLARUM over the years. What is 
perhaps less known is that John occasionally dabbles in watercolours. This watercolour, painted 
in 1972, shows the 1953 Bentley R-type (B89TO) owned by the present Editor of PRAECLARUM 
in the late 1960s and early '70s. It had the lovely manual gearbox and | wish | still had it! 


lines potential supply and collaborative 
engineering arrangements suitable for 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor car 
engines. It also includes agreement to 
explore ways to approach Concept Java 
towards the end of the century”. 

This collaborative arrangement with 
BMW is aimed at the next generation of 
cars which are not expected to be seen 
until towards the end of the century. It in 


no way affects the current cars or any 
models planned for the near future, the 
engines of which have been the subject 
of considerable investment by the Com- 
pany, enabling them to meet and exceed 
all known world-wide emission control 
requirements until the year 2000, in add- 
ition to the large gains in power output 
and fuel economy already achieved. 
Regarding the supposed future fitting 


The announcement of a technical collaboration agreement with BMW to, amongst other things, 
develop the Bentley Java coupé means that in due course we can expect to see this model 
progress off the drawing board and into the showrooms. The Java concept model was briefly 
exhibited in the U.S. last year (at the prestigious Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance) where it 
was captured by the camera of Ted Reich (R.R.O.C. Inc.) It is normally on display at the Conduit 
Street showrooms of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd in London. Don't miss it if you're in the area. 
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Looking through one of my picture files recently | came across this old photograph of the first 
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post-war Managing Director of Rolls-Royce Ltd, Motor Car Division, Dr. F. Llewellyn Smith (left) 
with a 10 h.p. 2-cylinder engine — probably that from the Company’s own 1907 10 h.p. car 
(20165) just after overhaul. But who can identify the other two gentlemen? 


of Mercedes engines into Rolls-Royce 
cars, | can do no better than to quote 
R.R.E.C. President Eric Barrass: “The 
name Rolls-Royce has become a byword 
for excellence. People still say ‘my wash- 
ing machine runs like a Rolls-Royce’. 
They don’t say it runs like a Mercedes’. 


Return of the Silver Dawn 


While the news media were making 
up their minds whether future Roils- 
Royce and Bentley cars will have 
Mercedes-Benz or BMW engines, a new 
lower-priced version of the current four- 


door saloon was introduced. This new 
model is called the Silver Dawn, a revival 
of a model name not used since 1955. Its 
purpose is to make the Rolls-Royce car 
more competitive in the vitally important 
but currently lagging American market. 
The new Silver Dawn is intended to be 
an entry-level model to attract new cus- 
tomers to the marque, just as the now 
discontinued Bentley Eight was used to 
attract new customers to the Bentley 
marque. It will be recalled that the original 
Silver Dawn, which used the chassis and 
standard steel saloon coachwork of the 


German influence? See ‘Nothing new under the sun’, this page. Photograph by Klaus-Josef 
Robfeldt, Germany. 
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Bentley Mk VI, was conceived for 
precisely the same reason — to increase 
sales in the North America, where the 
Company was encountering consider- 
able sales resistance both to the 
standard steel Bentley Mk VI and to the 
bigger and much more expensive coach- 
built Silver Wraith. In an ironic twist, the 
longer wheelbase of the Silver Spur has 
been chosen for the new Silver Dawn 
due to the fact that the shorter Silver 
Spirit is now considered insufficiently 
roomy for a luxury limousine-style car in 
the United States. In fact, the current 
Silver Spirit Ill is not offered for sale there 
except to special order. 

The price of the new Silver Dawn is 
set at just under $US150,000 deliberate- 
ly to target buyers who aspire to 
Rolls-Royce ownership but who, due to 
price considerations, might otherwise opt 
for a top of the range European luxury 
car. 

There are no plans at present to offer 
the Silver Dawn in Australia or anywhere 
outside the North American market. 


Nothing new under the sun 


To illustrate the point that there is 
absolutely nothing new about the emerg- 
ing German influence on Rolls-Royce car 
design, the lower picture on this page 
shows the gearbox of 1914 Silver Ghost 
25BD, complete with a small brass plate 
which reads: 

‘The interlocking device in the gearbox is 
licensed by the Daimler-Motoren- 
Gesellschaft, Stuttgart-Untertiirkheim." 

Can any member shed any light on 
this apparent early co-operation between 
Rolls-Royce and the (German) Daimler 
company? 


More gremlins 


The eagle-eyed will have noticed that 
though our front cover car on P.6-94, 
Malcolm Johns’s 1923 Silver Ghost, was 
correctly described under the picture as 
22NK, the caption inside clumsily 
referred to it as 23NK. Whilst | try to keep 
as many chassis numbers as possible in 
my head, this perhaps shows that | 
should rely less on that method and more 
on consulting our superb Federal 
Register Chassis Plate, the 1995 Edition 
of which was in an advanced phase of 
preparation when this issue of 
PRAECLARUM went to press. 


Martin Bennett 
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Percy W. Markham 


With the passing of Percy Markham the Club has lost a 
member of great distinction and authority. Percy was born 
in Brighton, England, in 1913 and was brought up in High 
Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. In the 1930s he and members 
of his family emigrated to Australia, landing with very little 
money. With the war looming he joined the Royal 
Australian Air Force and began his long fascination with 
piston-engined aeroplanes. Following war-time service he 
began a successful business as a property developer. He kept 
his operation small but effective. Good fortune shone upon 
him in his efforts. He was then able to pursue his passion for 
old cars, beginning with a 1918 Dodge which he part res- 
tored himself. His wife Margery coped valiantly with the 
draughty, sometimes unpredictable, old cars. Sons John, 
Barry and Roger also shared the interest. 

Percy found many fascinating veteran cars locally and 
imported others. He became a driving force behind the 
Veteran Car Club and attended runs regularly. From these 
beginnings he moved to establish the first Motor museum in 
the State, at Flynn Street, Wembley. He employed a restorer, 
the taciturn though kindly Lou, to maintain the cars and 
restore where necessary. Percy and Marge manned the 
counter and encouraged viewers’ interest. What an array — 
Star, Minerva, Peugeot, Auburn, Nazarro, Vauxhall, 
Bentley, Renault, motorcycles and of course his favourite 
the Rolls-Royces. 

He began with 20/25 GAU72 and 20 h.p. GPK52 fol- 
lowed by Phantom I 52UF. He then acquired his Silver 


Ghosts 2082 and 1547. For friends he arranged to lease or 
lend cars as well as assisting with importation. His later cars 
were Silver Ghost 54AB, Phantom Is 99MW and 93TA, 
Phantom II 3AX121, 20 h.p. GLK62 and 20/25s GHA12, 
GNC26 and GBJ51. Percy had little interest in post-war 
models. 

In 1965 he organised the foundation of the Western 
Australia Branch, R.R.O.C. of Australia, at a dinner on may 
6th. Typically, he had cleared the way Federally and 
gathered sufficient membership. As Foundation President 
he laid the plans for the 1969 Federal Rally in Perth and was 
later awarded his much deserved Honorary Life Member- 
ship. He offered so much help for the Branch with finances, 
trophies, office services, ropes and barriers for car displays 
and so on. When his car museum became too much to 
manage he generously passed the collection to the State 
Museum. Years later he was philosophic when the collection 
was dispersed. 

In later years he retained his old Dodge and Nazarro but 
turned his interest towards aeroplanes and his farm near 
Moora. Percy was a very modest and private person. He 
enjoyed good company and travelled a good deal. His 
gentlemanly demeanour, wry humour and charm will be 
missed. To Margery and the family, John, Barry, Roger and 
June we extend our deepest condolences mixed with 
gratitude for his many achievements. 


Tom Clarke 


From the Federal President 


A great world-wide movement 


Each month | receive newsletters 
from the Club Branches around Australia 
and every two months magazines from 
our sister Clubs in the U.K. and U.S.A. 

Itis most interesting and encouraging 
to see the variety of activities that are 
now held because of that meeting earlier 
this century of two gentlemen who strived 
to produce a motor car that was accept- 
able to their high ideals. Each day of the 
week somewhere in the world there are 
now gatherings and meetings of owners 
and admirers of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars. In these journals we read of events 
with just a few members attending whilst 
in other reports we read of gatherings of 
hundreds of people and cars. But the 


common theme running through all these 
events is a great love and understanding 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley vehicles. 
One is also struck by the ingenuity of the 
organisers of many of these gatherings 
in coming up time and time again with an 
event that is exciting and rewarding. 


‘Best of Barossa’ Rally 


A great event for inclusion in all our 
diaries will be the 1995 Federal! Rally to 
be held in the Barossa Valley from the 
8th to the 12th of June next. The South 
Australian organising committee has put 
a great deal of thought into planning an 
interesting Rally for us. By now you 
should have received details of the Best 
of Barossa Rally in the mail. Entry forms 
will be sent to you in March. 


Car badges 


| note that there has been quite a 
demand for the new Club car badges. 
These were made available to the 
Branches at the Toowoomba Federal 
Rally after having been out of stock for 
some time. As you will be aware, these 
are available to be licensed to members 
on payment of a fee and may be affixed 
only to Club Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars. 

Finally | take this opportunity of wish- 
ing you all a happy and prosperous new 
year and | look forward to meeting you 
again in South Australia in June. 


Happy motoring, 
David Vann 
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See oe 


A.C.T. Branch President Bob McCulloch and the affable and tolerant Deirdre led the Overlander on the first leg from 


Canberra in their 1922 Twenty (43G7). Car, driver and passenger all handled the very long journey with considerable 
aplomb. 43G7’'s cabriolet coachwork is by Salmons. Eight cars and the Luggage Van started out from Canberra. From 
there it grew each day until there were 27 Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars. 


By Ghost to Beyond the Black Stump 


Roger & Christine Fry, together with 
fellow Western Australians Julian & Chery! 
Walter, joined participants from every 
Branch of the Club (with, of course, the 
exception of the Rally host Branch!) and 
four overseas countries on the Beyond the 
Black Stump Overlander to last year's 
Federal Rally in Toowoomba. Christine 
describes the experience in an article 
adapted from an original which appeared 
in the November 1994 edition of Winged 
Messenger, the newsletter of the W.A. 
Branch. 


About a year ago I saw a television 
programme about the beautiful 
Toowoomba Flower Festival. I thought 
how lovely it looked and hoped that one 
day I might be able to see it. When the 
Queensland Branch of the R.R.O.C. an- 
nounced that they were going to host the 
1994 Federal Rally there at the same time 
of year as the Flower Festival, I thought I 
would love to go. I kept hinting to Roger 
but never got the response I wanted. 

In May, Con & Val Keogh went to 
Echuca for the Wholly Ghost Tour and 
Con had his Silver Ghost (106AG) sent 


By Christine Fry (W.A.) 


over especially for it. He kindly offered 
Roger the use of it if he wanted to go on 
the Toowoomba Rally. Of course I imme- 
diately jumped at the chance. Who could 
wish for a better way to travel and see the 
countryside? Roger didn’t need much per- 
suasion after that offer. If it hadn’t been for 
Con and his generous offer we never would 
have made it (I suspect Val might have 
whispered in his ear as she knew I wanted 
to go). So we signed up for the Federal 
Rally and the Beyond the Black Stump 
Overlander. The Ghost had been in hiber- 
nation in Melbourne for four months 
waiting for its next adventure. 

We arrived in Melbourne on Thursday 
morning September Ist at 5.00 am. We 
had to wait for about an hour for Julian 
Walter’s flight. He was joining us on the 
Overlander and his wife Chery] would join 
us at a later date. We caught a taxi to where 
the Ghost was “sleeping”. By then it was 
7.30. Roger thought we would be there for 
some time, waking her up and getting her 
running, etc. I was feeling very tired now 
and just wanted to find a quiet spot and 
have a nap. After only two tries 106AG 
came out of her sleep and burst into life! 


At this stage, George Forbes and Fiona 
Bailey, who would be travelling with us, 
arrived in their 20 h.p. (GOK74). George 
suggested that we go to Lachlan Ely’s 
workshop where we could more carefully 
examine the Ghost. She was in desperate 
need of a good bath so Julian and George 
cleaned her up, with Roger kept busy 
checking the mechanicals, while Fiona and 
I made the coffee. 

We left Melbourne at about 10.30 a.m. 
on the first leg of the trip, hoping to get to 
Albury, which is on the Vic./N.S.W. 
border, for the first night but in fact we got 
a little further, to Holbrook, which was 
really good going. We had a good dinner 
and I can assure you we slept well that 
night. It had been a long and exciting day. 

Friday morning we set off for our next 
overnight stop at Mittagong, in the 
Southern Highlands of New South Wales. 
Both cars were performing well and we 
were enjoying the scenery. I had learnt to 
wrap up well at this stage — although the 
weather was sunny it was pretty cold 
travelling in an open car. We were crossing 
a concrete bridge just before Gundagai 
when we heard a funny noise. We looked 
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out the back to see one of our big suitcases 
going in the opposite direction. Luckily 
there weren’t any cars behind and it didn’t 
burst open. We stopped at Gundagai where 
we saw the dog sitting on the tuckerbox, 
and we had another cup of coffee. Arriving 
in Mittagong just after dark we settled into 
the Mittagong Hotel, operated by Club 
members Joe Quattrocchi and Hugh 
Barnett (ex-W.A.). Roger, Julian and I had 
a stroll around town, meeting up with 
George and Fiona. George had already 
checked out the eating places and decided 
we’ dall go Chinese for dinner. He had also 
done some shopping and presented Roger 
and Julian with a bar of Cleopatra soap 
each. He said that he hated the soap they 
gave you in motels and this soap was on 
special but he only wanted one. Roger and 
Julian thought maybe he was trying to tell 
them something! 

On Saturday the Overlander from 
Canberra arrived for the lunch stop at the 
Mittagong Hotel bistro. Now there were 
about eleven cars. For us this was the start- 
ing point on the Beyond the Black Stump 
Overlander. At this point we met up with 
fellow W.A. Branch member Tom Clarke, 
who was travelling with Martin Bennett. 
We left for our next destination at Windsor 
while some of the cars went into Sydney 
for the Bentley Drivers’ Club Annual 
Dinner which had been included in the 
Overlander as an optional event. 

Sunday tumed out to be another sunny 
day as we headed off to cross the Hawkes- 
bury by Wiseman’s Ferry. Following the 
course of the Hawkesbury River we had to 
negotiate steep grades and hairpin bends 
up and down narrow roads. It really was 
magnificent scenery, but I was just hoping 
that the driver was watching the roads and 
not the scenery! The first stop was at Max 
Houston’s Vintage Motor Garage for 
morning tea. The men were in their ele- 
ment as there were all sorts of cars under 
restoration. The number of cars on the 
Overlander swelled to about twenty at this 
point. From there we headed north over a 
convict-built road which took us past 
ridges and valleys and through orchard 
country along river banks. 

Our next stop was for lunch at a guest 
house called Mulla Villa, just outside of 
Wollombi. It was built from sandstone by 
convicts in 1840 for the first Police 
Magistrate of the district. The convict pick 
marks are still visible. There were a few 
small spot fires in the surrounding hills and 
the residents were getting a little wormed. 


2481 


Victorians Gerry & Pat Howell also joined right at the start in Canberra in their 1963 Silver Cloud 
Ill (SDW339), seen here about to board Wiseman's Ferry to cross the Hawkesbury. 


At the same picturesque spot, Bill Rorrison's 1978 Silver Shadow I! (SRH35192). 


With the Overlander luggage van and several of the cars on board, Wiseman's Ferry prepares 
to set sail! 


The area was so dry it was frightening and 
they were also very short of water. In fact, 
they asked us not to use the toilet unless it 
was urgent. 

Heading off again with our stomachs 
full (and also our bladders!) we passed 
through Bellbird where they had the recent 
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earth tremors and on to Richmond Vale 
which was once a huge colliery and is now 
a working steam locomotive museum. 
What better way to finish Father’s Day 
than to have a ride on a steam train? 
Arriving in the beautiful Hunter Valley 
just before dark, we made our way to our 
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accommodation, ‘The Convent’ at Pokol- 
bin. Built in 1909 at Coonamble for the 
pioneering Brigidine nuns, sadly it had 
been marked for demolition in 1990 but 
was rescued and transported across 
country to the Hunter Valley where it has 
been refurbished and is now a blissful 
retreat. It was the most expensive accom- 
modation on the trip, but the nightly rate 
included a lavish breakfast. 

Monday morning Cheryl arrived, 
having flown to Sydney on the ‘Red-eye’ 
then on to Newcastle. From there she 
caught a taxi to the Convent, about an 
hour’s drive costing $104. Julian said it 
was the most expensive taxi fare he had 
ever paid for. Some of the options for the 
day were hot-air ballooning with a cham- 
pagne breakfast, carriage rides, bi-plane 
scenic flights, and just enjoying the many 
wineries. The main group went to 
‘Windermere’, a historic house, for morn- 
ing tea then on to Luskintyre airfield and 
the Wellwind Aeroplane & Motor Car 
Works, which boasts one of the world’s 
largest collections of Tiger Moths, some 
under restoration. Lunch was a barbecue at 
the lovely Wyndham Estate on the banks 
of the Hunter. This is Australia’s oldest 
operating winery, constructed by convicts 
of sandstone and established in 1828. 
Cheryl and I went back for a quick nap 
before the Welcome Dinner in the Great 
Cask Hall at the Rothbury Estate, which 
included a conducted tour of the wine- 
making process. By now the Overlander 
had grown to 23 cars. 

Tuesday morning we travelled through 
the vineyards of the Upper Hunter Valley 
to Australia’s premier horse stud area 
around Scone. We continued on through 
rich grazing lands to one of Australia’s 
most famous properties, ‘Belltrees’. It was 
at this point that Tour Marshall Eric Lang 
realised that due to a misunderstanding his 
and Tom Clarke’s luggage had not been 
picked up by the luggage van but had been 
left behind in the Hunter Valley! Martin 
Bennett and Tom volunteered to go back 
to retrieve it — a three hour drive — then 
catch up with the rest of the group in 
Armidale that night. The sting was taken 
out of this by Kerry Wherry allowing them 
to use her Bentley Continental for the job! 

Heading off once more we were driving 
down a country road at about 50 m.p.h. 
enjoying the “fresh country air” (we could 
tell we were in cattle country!) when sud- 
denly we came around a bend to see a 
farmer wanting to cross the road with a 
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AS a permanent memento, Overlander 
registrants were presented with a fine car 
badge. 


cow and a calf. The farmer was hesitant 
when he saw us and didn’t know whether 
to go or not, but the cow made up his mind 
for him and the calf followed. Roger went 
full-stop on the brakes and we stopped 
about ten feet from the cow. We thought 
we were going to have steak for dinner that 
night (the cow obviously didn’t know 
about two-wheel brake cars). 

We continued on our way again, paus- 
ing for afternoon tea at the famous 
‘Emirates’ horse stud just outside 
Murrurundi, across the Great Dividing 
Range to the Country Music capital of 
Australia, Tamworth. We made a short 
stop to admire the view at the top of the 
Moonbi Ranges before going on to 
Thunderbolt’s Rock, where the daring 


our first overnight stop. 


bushranger Captain Thunderbolt hid to 
bail up unsuspecting travellers. Our over- 
night stop was the New England 
University city of Armidale with its 
elegant architectural heritage, where we 
were joined by two more South Australian 
cars. 

The temperature that night was minus 
three, and we awoke to find ice on some of 
the cars. Chery] and I rugged up well that 
day. We headed for the coast and the 
Pacific Ocean, stopping to look at water- 
falls and a trout hatchery, travelling past 
picturesque forests to the Dorrigo National 
Park where we had lunch at the edge of the 
plateau and could see for miles. The after- 
noon was spent wandering through the 
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Ed & Patricia Hauser joined the Overlander right from the start in Canberra in their 1936 Bentley 
31% Litre Park Ward drophead coupé (B219FC). They are seen here ready to depart Windsor, 


picturesque Bellingen Valley with its 
quaint villages, artiving at Pelican Beach 
Resort, Coffs Harbour for our overnight 
stop. Malcolm Johns and Laurie Ogle had 
joined us at Dorrigo in Malcolm’s Silver 
Ghost (22NK) and the Overlander now 
had its full complement of 27 cars. 
Thursday morning we hada quick drive 
around Coffs Harbour before heading for 
the Gold Coast. We had the top down on 
the Ghost and were all wrapped up in hats 
and scarves etc. Some kid ona school bus 
yelled out “Hey, there’s the Beverly 
Hillbillies!” to which Roger replied, “How 
did he know we were from Kalamunda?” 
Our drive up the coast took us past 
sugar cane fields and tropical fruit planta- 


New South Wales Branch member John Cameron was kind enough to draw a series of amusing cartoons for the Overlander programme. This 
one depicts an Overlander car being flagged off from Canberra by some of our fearless leaders! 
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Overlander cars gathering at Max Houston's Vintage Motor Garage, where we were treated to 
morning tea and shown a variety of cars undergoing restoration. Photo by Christine Fry. 


Next stop was Mulla Villa, near Wollombi, where a fine country-style 
lunch was served in magnificent surroundings. Herb & Kate Lesser are 
seen here departing on the next leg into the Hunter Valley in their 1984 
Corniche (ADE078 15). 
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tions. Some of the faster cars, led by John 
Hiscox, diverted from the planned route to 
see a tea-growing operation in which John 
has an interest. They then caught up at the 
lunch stop, which was at the Thursday Tea 
Tree Plantation at Ballina. We had a tour 
of the plantation and bought some of their 
products. As we were leaving the car park 
for the next leg Wendy Friezer gave us 
each a sample of tea tree oil soap — are 
they hinting again?! 

We travelled on up the majestic 
coastline to Byron Bay where we visited 
the Cape Byron lighthouse, the most 
easterly point of Australia. 

Our next overnight stop was the Sea 
World Nara Resort, which is a huge com- 
plex and very family oriented. One 
Victorian member said that she unlocked 
her room to find it very smoky, with a 
couple on the bed making love! I don’t 
know who was the more shocked. The next 
morning at breakfast she came in with her 
head down, not wanting to look at this guy, 
saying she’d “recognise every inch of 
him”! That night we had dinner at the 
Southport Yacht Club, home of the syndi- 
cates for this year’s Australian Challenge 
for the America’s cup. This was the final 
night of the Overlander, which had been a 
fun-filled week of enjoyable motoring and 
camaraderie between people from five 
different Branches and overseas. 

Friday morning we headed off on the 
last leg to Toowoomba and were looking 
forward to sleeping in the same bed for the 
next three nights. It had been a pleasant 
drive but by now we just wanted to get 
there, because after all this was the purpose 
of the journey. The area between the coast 
and Toowoomba is mainly market gar- 


106AG at the Richmond Vale Rail Museum, where we enjoyed a steam 
train ride. Julian Walter at the wheel, Roger Hadfield (Canada) 
alongside, and Roger & Christine Fry in the back seat. 


\ 
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dens. We had the top down on the Ghost 
and the sky was getting pretty black. It had 
just started to rain when I heard a big clap 
of thunder in the distant hills and thought 
we were going to get soaked any minute. 
Luckily we just made it to the hotel before 
the heavens really opened up. The people 
of Toowoomba were delighted as they 
were in their fourth year of a drought. They 
said we could come any time as long as we 
bring the rain again! 

The Rally goodies bag included — you 
guessed it — more soap! By the time this 
Rally was over we had been given five bars 
of soap and were wondering if we had a 
problem! 

I did get to see the Botanic Gardens, 
which were delightful. The flowers there 
seemed to be twice the size of everything 
in the West. Toowoomba is a lovely city 
and their town centre had lovely displays 
of flowers on the verges near traffic lights, 
etc., lots of hanging baskets and flower 
boxes outside shops. Very pretty indeed. 

So all in all there was something for 
everyone. From there we travelled to 
Brisbane to put the faithful Ghost into a 
container for her trip home. It was like 
parting with a friend. We had done lots of 
miles together and she hadn’t let us down 
in any way. Not bad going considering she 
was the oldest car on the Rally. Once again 
I thank Con & Val Keogh for making the 
trip possible. It was wonderful — well 
organised, and all food and accommoda- 


tion was great. f 


Photographs by the Editor except 
where otherwise acknowledged 
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For our two nights in the Hunter Valley the Overlander was headquartered at The Convent, seen 
here with SCX785 (Bruce & Helen Bagley) and BC75BG (Kerry Wherry). Others stayed at various 
accommodation venues within a small radius in the Pokolbin area. 


Andrew & Alex McFarland’s 1936 25/30 Windovers limousine (GTL4) at The Carriages, one of 
the other Hunter Valley accommodation choices on the Overlander. Photo by Allan Simpson. 


Tour Leader Eric Lang at the wheel of 5VF159, the Overlander Flagship. Owner John Matheson in the centre and the Eaitor 


is to the right holding the Overlander banner. The location is ‘Windermere’ in the Hunter Valley. Photo by Allan Simpson. 
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up for the start of the day's activities in the Hunter. From left to right they are: SCX785 (Bagley), 5VF159 


Cars lining 


(Matheson), SDW339 (Howell), B216MD (Larwill), SFC 138 (Missen), ADEO7815 (Lesser), CRH5064 (Hiscox), B219FC 
(Hauser), CRH1344 (Price), 43G7 (McCulloch). 


Left: At the Welwind Aeroplane & Motor Car Works, 
Luskintyre Airfield, South Australian member Bryan 
Price treated the Overlander group to an informative 
talk on the activities at Luskintyre and the history of, 
in particular, the De Havilland Tiger Moth. He then 
took to the air with one of the Tiger Moths. 


Right: 1966 Silver Shadow two-door saloon by 
H.J.Mulliner, Park Ward (CRH1344). John 
Bull's drawing depicts this car, which was 
originally owned by Peter Sellers, at 
Luskintyre airfield in the Hunter Valley with its 
present owner Bryan Price at the controls of 
a 1940 De Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth. ; 
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Right: Pushing the weight limit; but not droving, Carl Stockton’s 1954 Silver Dawn (SUJ86) on a timber suspension 
bridge near Scone. Photo by Car! Stockton. 


Right: Four elegant ladies — Christine Fry, 
Cheryl Walter, 106AG and ‘Belltrees’! Photo 
from Christine Fry. 


Julian Walter, Roger Fry, George Forbes and Bryan Inder attending to the various fluid /fyou absolutely must go back to the Hunter to recover 
requirements of 12HG and GOK74 at the back of ‘Belltrees’. left luggage, what better way than in Kerry Wherry's 

F c 1957 Bentley S1 Continental (BC75BG)? The Editor and 
Tom Clarke leaving ‘Belltrees’. Photo by Car! Stockton. 
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Bryan Price's 1966 Silver Shadow H.J.Mulliner, Park Ward two-door 
saloon (CRH1344) between Armidale and Dorrigo. In Spring the 
countryside here should have been a vivid green, but the effects of the 
drought can be seen here. it was much greener east of Dorrigo. 


Bryan Inder, Fiona Bailey and Kay Inder about to set off from Armidale 
in 12HG. In the brisk morning air with the top down they would have 
been looking forward to lunch at Dorrigo. 


: ata Beng : 
Both these cars went on to win the Club's highe 


at Dorrigo in his 1923 Silver Ghost Barker tourer (22NK), while George Forbes had joined almost from the start in GOK74. 


Dorrigo is the focus of an ambitious rail preservation scheme, as witnessed by the line-up of steam locomotives, only a 
small part of which can be seen here. 


A fine lunch was enjoyed at Dorrigo, at the superb location seen on our front cover. The Overlander had grown to 27 
Rolls-Royce and Bentiey motor cars, which made an impressive sight at the Dorrigo lunch venue. Photo by David Miller. 
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Part of the line-up of cars after being ‘put to bed’ at Pelican Beach Resort, Coffs Harbour. Malcolm Johns is carrying out 
the mascot removing ritual on 22NK. 


A 
Malcolm Johns and Laurie 


> 
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Ogle motoring in Malcolm's Tom Clarke trying the driving position of John Matheson's Phantom V (5VF 159). 
22NK over one of the many lifting bridges on the New South 


The rear compartment of this magnificent car proved very popular with the riders 
Wales north coast. on the Overlander. 


U.S. visitor John Mitchell arriving at Thursday Tea Tree Plantation near A little maintenance on 43G7. Owner Bob McCulloch is holding what 
Ballina, courtesy of 12HG and owner Bryan Inder. This was our lunch 
stop on Day 6 of the Overlander. 


he said was the right tool while David Miller and David Cornish (who 
met up with the Overlander briefly at Ballina) help sort out the problem. 
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South Australians Ralph & Janette Thomas joined the Overlander in their 1966 Silver Shadow (SRH1322). These are 
wonderfully relaxing cars for this type of long-distance touring. In fact, on a value for money basis, what could be better? 


re 


Left: At Thursday Tea Tree Plantation, Ballina. 
From left to right: David Cornish’s 1954 R-type 
(B130XF), Ray Zeffert’s 1962 Silver Cloud II 
(SAE413) and John Burns's 1976 Silver 
Shadow (SRH23132). 


The Cape Byron lighthouse stands guard over Cape Byron, the eastern-most point of the Australian continent. A relaxing 
half hour or so was spent here before motoring up to Southport for the last overnight stay of the Overlander. Kerry Wherry’s 
1957 S1 Continental (BC75BG) is seen leaving the Cape with Canadians Roger & Eleanor Hadfield in charge. 
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Three of the Post-Rally Tour cars, from left to right: Tasmanian member Bob Boscoe ’s 1978 Silver Wraith Il (LRH32854), 


Martin & Ann Glynn's 1978 Silver Shadow |i (SRH35623) and fellow Queenslanders’ Mike & Doreen Hubert's 1974 Silver 


Shadow (SRH181 16). 


The 1994 Post-Rally 


Tour to the Whitsundays 


Following the very successful Federal 
Rally in Toowoomba, most participants 
faced the anti-climax of returning home to 
life’s routines. Not so, however, for the 
group booked to,travel north to the 
Capricorn coast of Queensland and from 
there across the Whitsunday Passage to 
Hamilton Island. After a week on the is- 
land the group travelled back to Brisbane 
in convoy before going their separate 
ways. 

On Monday morning we left the Burke 
& Wills Motel in Toowoomba, following 
our Tour Leaders Fred & Wanda 
Haughtey. Our first stop was to be 
‘Bethany’, the property outside Kingaroy 
which is the home of Queensland’s ex- 
Premier, Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen and his 
wife Lady Flo. As everyone knows, Lady 
Flo is famous for her pumpkin scones, and 
She didn’t let us down. I can vouch for their 
being as tasty a scone as Mrs Beeton ever 
served! After moming tea Sir Joh took us 


By Ann Glynn (Qld.) 


around the buildings showing us some of 
his own vintage machinery and telling of 
his pioneering days in the area. We were 
made extremely welcome by this delight- 
fully gracious couple. 

After a tasty lunch at Nell’s Country 
Kitchen with Nell and her family helpers 
we moved on then to Bundaberg where we 
were met by local Club member Boyd 
Rasmussen. Boyd and his wife entertained 
us to a sumptuous afternoon tea. Yes, we 
did eat non-stop for a week! Fred made 
sure we didn’t miss any opportunity for a 
snack, meal or feast! After tea we admired 
Boyd’s Phantom I (27RF), which is in the 
process of restoration. Boyd is clearly a 
perfectionist and the car is going to be a 
real eye-catcher when he has finished. 

Boyd runs a private collection-cum- 
museum of early Australian domestic 
equipment and mechanical music 
machines from all over the world together 
with record players from earliest manufac- 


ture. Some wonderful motorcycles and 
combinations have also been perfectly res- 
tored in his private collection. 

Next day we toured the area by bus, 
with Boyd as our local guide, visiting the 
cane-fields and seeing the various stages 
of sugar growth and harvesting. On toa full 
size replica of a Dutch windmill for lunch, 
followed by a visit to the bulk sugsr ter- 
minal to see a mountain of raw sugar. From 
there we toured the Bundaberg Rum Dis- 
tillery — fascinating, if a little hard on the 
nasal passages. At one stage we were in the 
bond store, with huge timber vats all 
around us, contemplating the headaches 
inside. One fascinating fact from the Dis- 
tillery guide was that a vat of 55 to 70 
thousand litres has a retail value of around 
three million dollars, of which the govern- 
ment takes 87% in duties and taxes. There 
were 48 vats altogether in three bond 
stores. 

From Bundaberg we motored on to 


2 AN. eo. a 7 
Joyce Cox and Wanda Haughtey at 
‘Bethany’. 


Rockhampton for the night. Before leav- 
ing, Fred warned us of frequent radar traps 
in the Miriamvale area. 

We were all aware before setting off 
from Toowoomba of the dreaded ‘Back- 
scratcher Award’. This was to be bestowed 
for outstanding feats of folly during the 
tour, culminating in an Overall Winner at 
the end. Oh dear Fred, how kind to warn 
us, but your own imprudence has been 
recorded in verse: 


Tour Leader Fred Haughtey, Wanda Haughtey and Joyce Cox on One Tree Hill, Hamilton Island. 
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We've got to choose who gets the stick, 
The Backscratcher Award. 

From different deeds we have to pick, 
And give the just reward. 


Outstanding for the day is Fred, 
Who gives us all dire warning. 
The boys in blue are up ahead 
To catch us all this morning. 


And so we go with every care, 

To keep within the law, 

Except for Fred, with speed of a hare, 
The quickest that we ever saw. 


The boys in blue said ‘Pull in here, 
You're going far too fast. 

This will cost you very dear’, 

And his friends went speeding past! 


And so you see the choice is clear, 
There’ s not another speeder. 

With one accord and not a tear, 
We give it to our leader! 


On Wednesday we motored from 
Rockhampton to Shute Harbour. By now 
only the diehard Whitsunday Tourers were 
left. The convoy had dropped various of its 
number along the way from Kingaroy to 
Rockhampton, not I hasten to point out 
through failing to proceed, but simply to 
other destinations. 

Several overseas enthusiasts were in 
the party which now consisted of Texans 
John & Doris Mitchell, Canadians Roger 
& Eleanor Hadfield, New Zealander Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley Club President Peter Hill 
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& his wife Annette (in Heather Pryor’s 
1953 Silver Dawn SMF74), Queens- 
landers Fred & Wanda Haughtey (1974 
Silver Shadow SRH17903), Jack & 
Patricia Rogers (1976 Silver Shadow 
SRH25223) and Martin, Ann, Nicola & 
Antony Glynn (1978 Silver Shadow II 
SRH35623), from New South Wales 
Frank & Patricia Fisher, South Australians 
Peter & Joyce Cox (1970 Silver Shadow 
SRH8481) and Tasmanian Victoria 
Branch member Bob Boscoe with his 
daughter Gillian and son-in-law Tony Last 
(1978 Silver Wraith IT LRH32854). 

Ferries operate twice daily to Hamilton 
Island and after storing our cars at Shute 
Harbour we were ready for the late after- 
noon trip of about half an hour by 
catamaran. It was at this point that Peter 
Cox surpassed himself and won the Back- 
scratcher for the day, and ultimately the 
whole Tour! Realising that a baggage trol- 
ley would help the transfer from the 
roadside to the end of the jetty, Peter set 
off in search of one and thought he had 
done very well when he found one com- 
plete with carpet. It was, however, the 
gangplank! again the deed was immor- 
talised in verse: 


From Rockie up to Airlie Beach 

Is today’s quite lengthy run. 
Excitement great— the end’s in reach, 
We’ re going to have some fun. 


At last we’ re there and on the quay, 
The view was all that you could wish. 
Some sat and had a cup of tea — 
And Tony caught a fish! 


With all the bags we need a cart, 
To get them all on board. 

So Peter C was very smart, 
‘Here’s one we can afford’. 


He came in view with a set of wheels, 
But he's got the week's award; 

‘Put back that jolly gangway, 

Or we'll never get aboard!’ 


For the following five days we hired 
dinghies to go fishing, tried our hand at 
hang-gliding, parasailing, waterskiing, 
diving and snorkelling. There was such a 
lot to do that in the evening we had to sit 
quietly with a cocktail to recover before 
dinner! 

The first day most of the party took a 
full day sailing trip to a deserted island 
where we landed on the beach to throw a 
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few prawn on the barbie. While the crew 
cooked lunch we snorkelled, swam and 
just took in the view. 

Another trip was the beach safari, 
which involved forty minutes in a cocktail 
shaker (ex-Army personnel carrier), on 
tracks which our cars could not imagine in 
their worst nightmares. The views were 
superb and the steaks excellent and they 
were followed by a sing-song around the 
camp-fire. Some optimistic souls thought 
there was an easier way home, but no, it 
was another forty minutes of bouncing and 
slipping as we made our way singing back 
to the hotel. 

On Sunday evening we were the guests 
of Rolls-Royce enthusiasts Richard & 
Narelle Vanhoff at their lovely home over- 
looking the Whitsunday Islands. Our 
barbecue was augmented by some lovely 
Coral Trout caught that day by Tony who 
had gone on a deep sea fishing trip. Our 
talented party then sang along around the 
pianola and piano with Eleanor at the keys. 
Another lovely evening in paradise. 

Our last day was spent on a trip to the 
Great Barrier Reef itself, where a pontoon 
is anchored on the edge of a shelf in the 
reef. Diving and snorkelling are available, 
and for the less adventurous there are spe- 
cially designed reef submarines with glass 
bottoms for coral and fish viewing. 
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Island. 


Helicopter flights gave a wonderful 
panoramic view of the area. 

Truly our Whitsunday Tour was a great 
experience — super location, super or- 


A footnote on the Federal 


The happy group at Richard & Narelle Vanhoff's Residence on Hamilton: 


ganisation, super accommodation and 
above all wonderful company. 

Thank you Fred & Wanda for all your 
hard work. 


Backscratcher Award 


By Eric Lang (N.S.W.) 


This ‘award’ is a fun adjunct to the Overlander Tours to 
Federal Rallies and post-Rally Tours, both regular events in 
the Club nowadays. The name ‘Overlander’ honours our 
hardy pioneers, whose adventurous spirit we emulate in 
some small way when we head out to cover enormous 
distances with complete trust in often ancient vehicles. 

Each day on a Tour the wooden Backscratcher is 
presented to the person or persons who, in the view of the 
Tour Leader, has contributed most to a sense of fun or folly 
to the day’s activities. On completion of the Overlander or 
Tour an Overall Winner is announced, who then has their 
name engraved on the handle of the Backscratcher. 

To Shirley Hall (W.A.) who introduced this award on the 
Wildflower Tour (post-1991 Perth Federal Rally) a big thank 
you from ail Overlanders and post-Rally Tourists. 

An example of the lengths that some participants in the 
recent Beyond the Black Stump Overlander went to: a brace 
of well-known authors on subjects Rolls-Royce, who were 
crewing the luggage van, arranged for a couple of suitcases 


to be left behind in the Hunter Valley. Our devious pair, who 
we will call ‘Mr Wombat’ and ‘Mikado San’, announced at 
‘Belltrees’, near Scone, that they would be more than happy 
to return for the errant cases and prevailed upon Kerry 
Wherry (a most gracious lady) to make her 1957 Bentley S1 
Continental available for this purpose. All the Black Stump 
Overlanders are eagerly awaiting a written report of the Test 
Drive — nice one chaps! 


Past winners have been: 

1991 Wildflower Tour — Geoffrey May and George Forbes; 
1992 Gold Rush Tour — Allan Simpson and Eric Lang; 
1993 Country Hospitality Tour — Wendy Bootle; 

1994 Black Stump Overlander — Wendy Friezer; 

1994 Whitsunday Tour — Peter Cox. 


The Backscratcher is returned to the Federal Secretary 
after each Overlander or post-Rally Tour and then passed 
on to the organisers of the next official Overlander/Tour. 
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On Tour in B219BC 


Two years ago Patricia and I joined the 
post-Federal Rally Tour and motored 
around Tasmania in our 1936 Bentley Park 
Ward drophead coupé (B219FC — the last 
34 Litre delivered) and we decided to 
embark on a longer tour at the earliest 
opportunity. The R.R.O.C. 36th Federal 
Rally at Toowoomba, Queensland, in Sep- 
tember 1994 was a logical destination and 
we headed north at the end of August. 

The first stopover was Canberra where 
we stayed a few days before joining the 
Beyond the Black Stump Overlander to 
Toowoomba, which had been very effi- 
ciently organised by Wendy Friezer, 
Martin Bennett and Eric Lang. This event 
involved stopovers in outer Sydney, the 
Hunter Valley, Armidale, Coffs Harbour 
and Queensland’s Gold Coast — arriving 
in Toowoomba a week later in time for the 
Federal Rally. We were pleased at our 
decision to attend as our car was the only 
Derby Bentley of the 94 cars registered for 
the Rally. 

At the conclusion of this successful 
event, which provided an interesting 
programme enabling us to see a large area 
of countryside, we returned to the Gold 
Coast for five days of R & R and for 
attention to minor generator and fuel mix- 
ture problems in B219FC. We then headed 
south for home, travelling 750, 700 and 
280 kilometres on the two and one half 
days’ return journey. 

At this stage the Bentley received a 
well-earned service before our departure to 
Echuca to join a party of New South Wales 


By Edward Hauser (Vic.) 


B.D.C. cars en route to Mildura for the 
1994 Bentley Driver’s Club National Rally 
hosted by the B.D.C. South Australia Inc. 
49 cars were listed for this event, including 
a unique collection of 23 Vintage Bentleys 
and seven Derbys. The Victorian contin- 
gent included David & Diana Jones (1925 
3 Litre), Graham & Leah McCall (1957 S1 
Continental) and Dennis & Joan Bootle 
(1964 S3). We were very pleased to have 
in our party two young visitors from 
England — Robert Rhodes and Nicola 
Willcox. They jumped at the opportunity 
to see some of Australia from a Bentley 
rather than a more spartan form of travel. 
Their parents are B.D.C. enthusiasts and 
the two are excellent ambassadors for their 
country. 

The City of Mildura was hospitable, the 
weather compatible, the programme of 
events excellent, hoods were dropped and 
exhausts cleared, and good fellowship was 
to the fore. Memorable events were the 
Murray River evening cruise on the paddle 
steamer Rothbury with a camp-oven din- 
ner on the river bank by lamplight, and the 
gymkhana of driving tests conducted on 
the practice fairway of Mildura Golf Club. 

For the four day return journey we 
made up a group of six cars travelling 
through some of South Australia’s best 
citrus and vineyard country to Mount 
Gambier, then through Portland, Port Fairy 
and Warrnambool and joined the Great 
Ocean Road for Lorne on a perfect spring 
day. Next morning we had a leisurely run 
to Queenscliff where we boarded the ferry 


to Sorrento. At this stage Patricia and I 
farewelled our travelling companions who 
were returning to Sydney via Healesville 
and Tumut. We record our thanks to Barrie 
Ashton and Robert Peel for their organisa- 
tion in ensuring a successful and happy 
event. 

The important point to this story is that 
a 1936 Bentley covered 7,015 kilometres, 
at times hard driven in conditions ranging 
from mountains and mud to semi-desert 
dust, in the span of one month. These cars 
were made for road work and by the end of 
the journey the Derby’s performance was 
a delight. In appearance it became rather 
rugged around the coachwork and trim — 
like its owner! For the record, petrol con- 
sumed was 1,150 litres and fuel prices 
ranged from 57 cents to 79 cents per litre. 

I must acknowledge the stoicism of my 
good wife as companion/navigator for 
7,000 km, with a constant high noise level 
(What? In ‘The Silent Sports Car’?! — 
Ed.), some water in the cabin during rain 
squalls, no radio, CD player or air con- 
ditioning —- what a woman! 

As a footnote, and a sober one, refer- 
ence must be made to the current drought 
conditions in eastern Australia which have 
reached a critical level in many regions. 
From the rim of the Darling Downs, where 
Prime Minister Keating visited in Septem- 
ber, down through central New South 
Wales to parts of northern Victoria, we saw 
country in the condition one would expect 
to see it in march after a long, hot summer. 


Happy Touring! 


Ed & Patricia Hauser’s 1936 Bentley 32 Litre Park Ward drophead coupé (B219FC). On the right we see the much-travelled couple and car at 
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Coffs Harbour on the Beyond the Black Stump O 


verlander. 


1-95 


2495 


The standard Silver Ghost piston (left) and the high compression pistons available from R.A.McDermott & Co. (right). 


Silver Ghost High Compression Pistons 


Why some brave souls are going where other customers have gone before. 


By Derek du Toit (Silver Ghost Association, New Jersey) 


The late Ben Moser’s 1912 London- 
Edinburgh was the car that made me do it. 
The action would only surface years later, 
but after I had driven that mechanically 
original refugee from a time vault I 
realised what some of the young bloods of 
the late Edwardian age had experienced 
and what Henry Royce had meant when he 
said he liked a car with a “little bit of fizz”. 
Ben had driven the car at 85 m.p.h. and it 
handled like a dream — the best Ghost I 
ever drove. How is it, I wondered, that 
some Ghosts go like the wind and others 
are pedestrian in the extreme? 

Another episode also made me do it. I 
was hauling past a baulking line of cars in 
78FW, a 1920 car that has some of those 
L-E characteristics, being both an Alpine 
Eagle benefiting from a light body, and 
also equipped with an overdrive. Yet here 
was John Kennedy in his ordinary-looking 
1922 Hooper tourer pretty well staying 
right up there with me — the first Ghost to 
do so in many a year. He said he had a 
17/52 axle ratio and also high compression 
pistons. “Do they make a difference?” I 
asked. “They sure do”, he replied. So when 
it became evident that the original cast iron 
pistons I had refitted to 2577 were not 
suitable, I started asking around about high 
compression pistons. Here is what I found 
out: 


The Factory had three types of engine 
compression ratios from 1911 to 1913 — 
Standard, Low (obtained through a 4" 
thick decompression plate, part # E1093) 
and High (obtained by using high com- 
pression pistons. By 1920 there were five 
different thicknesses of decompression 
plates, as well as two heights of pistons. 
After a regrettable incident when the 
factory had surreptitiously hotted up a 
customer’s Ghost to allow him to compete 
with 3 Litre Bentleys then appearing on the 
club racing circuits, the Board resolved in 
July 1922 that they would offer high com- 
pression pistons no longer. (72MG must 
have been quite a fire-eater since it would 
do over 80 m.p.h. and turn over at 3,000 
r.p.m. — about 40% more revs than a 
standard Ghost of the time. This was partly 
due to much stronger valve springs but one 
should ordinarily not run a Ghost at much 
above 1,700 r.p.m. See Michael Forrest’s 
Henry's Options in R.R.E.C. BULLETIN 
204.) 

Due to time constraints I had an over- 
size set of post-War pistons turned down 
to suit my sleeved block and found, with 
the longer pre-War conrods attached to the 
post-War gudgeon pin height, that I would 
get compression readings of around 90 
Ibs/sq. in. — the standard compression 
reading is usually 62 lbs/sq. in! The engine 


would hardly turn over by hand, so great 
was the compression. It was sensitive to 
ignition settings, disliking lugging away at 
5 m.p.h. in top gear with advanced settings 
and a full throttle. It would also benefit 
from higher octane petrol. But it was 
demonstrably up there in the Moser power 
class at last, able to accelerate up medium 
hills with an 18/52 gearing —a surprise to 
any 3 Litre Bentley owners who thought 
Ghosts to be listless performers. 

There are now a number of owners the 
world over who have taken advantage of 
the re-appearance of high compression 
pistons. Their cars go better than before 
and, whilst I cannot speak for the Aust- 
ralian pistons, those who have fitted the 
U.K. pistons are completely satisfied. If 
you wonder why you get passed on the 
hills or elsewhere, high compression 
pistons may be part of the answer. They 
are obtainable from Graham Ashley- 
Carter in the U.K. (44-491-57-3953) for 
£1,014 and from R.A.McDermott & Co. in 
Australia (03-428-8844) for $2,520; each 
per set of six including rings and gudgeon 
pins. The U.K. pistons give a 4.8:1 com- 
pression ratio (up from the pre-War 
standard of around 3.8:1) and a reading of 
85 Ibs/sq. in., while the Australian pistons 
(pictured above) are said to give an even 
higher ratio. : 


2496 


Mascots and Insurance 


By David Miller (Federal Treasurer) 


Following the A.C.T. Branch 
Christmas picnic in December 1993, I 
drove my Phantom I over to my wife’s 
beauty shop in Andrews Arcade, Kingston, 
A.C.T. where she was catching up on some 
of the Christmas rush at her business. I 
parked out the back of the shop in a small 
public car park, removed the mascot and 
went into the Arcade which was not 
publicly open that day. I stopped at the 
staff toilet to relieve myself of some of the 
Christmas cheer that I had enjoyed with the 
members of the A.C.T. Branch, placing the 
mascot in the hand basin where I promptly 
forgot it! Some 15-20 minutes later, 
remembering my stupidity, I returned to 
the toilet to find the mascot gone. I search- 
ed around, looking for persons who may 
have entered the arcade and picked it up 
but to no avail. 

I advertised in the newspapers, placed 
posters around the arcade, carpark and 
nearby areas but to no avail except that the 
lady in the arcade sandwich bar reported a 
scruffy type taking a lot of interest in one 
of the posters; but he didn’t return. 

All seemed lost so I costed a replace- 
ment PI mascot in Australia and overseas 
and contacted GIO, my insurance com- 
pany. That’s when I got a bigger shock; 
GIO refused the claim because the mascot 
was not attached to the car when stolen! 
My protestations that the typical R-R 
owners’ practice of removing the mascot 
for security was to the insurers’ advantage 
fell on deaf ears and a written refusal 
followed. 

Iresigned myself to procuring a mascot 
and cap from the U.K. (about $1,200 in 
total) and started to organise some busi- 
ness friends to bring one out from the U.K. 
for me. All this came to a halt when St John 
Herbert (A.C.T, Branch Secretary) rang 
me very early one morning and said that 
one of his neighbours had reported a Rolls- 
Royce mascot being offered for sale. I 
promptly rang this gentleman about break- 
fast time and he told me that his firm (no 
names — no pack drill!) employs quite a 
few casual staff of dubious background 
and that one of them, knowing his interest 
in cars, mentioned that a R-R mascot was 
being offered for sale by a dealer of even 


worse background. The gentleman con- 
cerned offered to try and find out for me 
the truth of the matter stating that he 
would have to be careful as at the smallest 
sign of the presence of the law it would be 
likely that the source would clam up and 
the mascot disappear. 

He rang back just before lunch that day 
and confirmed that the mascot was avail- 
able for sale (or return for a similar 
reward!), being held by a “dealer” who had 
received it in part payment for some 
“goods” by a person who lived very near 
to the arcade. This person, owing a lot 
more money for “goods”, and not able to 
pay, had taken off for the hills — literally 
— and he was probably the scruffy type 
that showed much interest in the reward 
poster. I arranged for a sealed envelope 
with a note and a suitable amount of money 
to be handed over through the gentleman 
concemed and at 5 p.m. that evening I had 
my mascot back. Under protest, the 
gentleman concerned accepted a bottle of 
malt whisky, stating that the note and the 
sealed envelope were required because in 
the business that the “dealer” was in, no- 
one trusted anyone. 

I don’t particularly like the idea of 
paying money for stolen goods (particular- 
ly my own property!) but it was far cheaper 
and easier than obtaining a new mascot of 
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the authentic PI type. All that seemed 
available from the U.K. at the time were 
later model mascots. 

Following this incident I decided that I 
would investigate other insurers’ attitudes 
and if they were more acceptable than 
GIO’s, transfer my insurance and use my 
position in the Club to ensure that other 
members were aware of GIO’s attitude and 
the benefits available from other insurers. 

Shannons, a regular advertiser in 
PRAECLARUM, have written to me and 
stated: “Under normal circumstances, 
motor vehicle accessories are not covered 
when separated from the vehicle. How- 
ever, we have always made an exception 
to motor vehicle mascots, providing they 
are removed for security reasons only, and 
are stored in a secure place once removed”. 
On the ’phone Shannons agreed that a 
motel room or your house would be con- 
sidered a secure place for this purpose (but 
not under the table in a restaurant!) 

Upon enquiry, the NRMA section 
handling Veteran, Vintage and Classic 
vehicle insurance has stated: “We will 
cover the theft of the vehicle’s mascot 
while it is removed from the vehicle, 
provided that it has been removed for 
security reasons only, and it is stored in a 
secure place when removed”. Upon 
questioning, they agreed to the same inter- 
pretation of a secure place as Shannons. 

I am not going to bother further in 
trying to change the GIO attitude. I have a 
new insurer who offers a lot more benefits 
(covering breakdowns, retention of the 
wreck, etc.) at an increase in premium that 
I find more than reasonable. a 


David Miller reaching for the door handle of his 1927 Phantom | (44EF). Note the lovely Grebel 
headlamps and the fine original Spirit of Ecstasy that was lost and then recovered. 
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Which Moth? 


In reference to Andy Wood's biplane 
being referred to in P5-94 as a “Pussy 
Moth”, | had a chuckle to myself as there 
is no such Moth. There was, however, a 
De Havilland DH.80 “Puss Moth”, but this 
was a high wing monoplane. 

This is where the “correction” in P6-94 
comes in. | have to differ with Roger 
Thiedeman naming Andrew’s 1930 
biplane a De Havilland DH.80 Puss 
Moth. Andrew's ‘plane is in fact — and 
checked with good authority — a De 
Havilland DH.60 Gipsy Moth. | myself 
learned to fly in a Gipsy Moth just before 
the Second World War. My due respects 
to Roger. 


James Copelin, 
Victoria 


R.T. recants! 


In P6-94, p.2448, you were too kind in 
describing my so-called knowledge as 
“not to be trifled with”, because | now sit 
here with custard on my face! 

In my haste to point out the hilarious 
“Pussy Moth” error (P5-94, p.2421), | 
neglected to check that the De Havilland 
DH.80 Puss Moth was, in fact, a 
monoplane, and not a biplane like the 
one in the picture! The upshot was that | 
compounded the original mistake! 

Jim Copelin is absolutely correct in 
identifying Andy Wood's biplane as a De 
Havilland DH.60 Gipsy Moth. Thank you, 
Jim, for setting the record straight, and 
my apologies to all for the confusion 
caused. 

On that note | shall now crawl back 
into my chrysalis! 


Roger Thiedeman, 
A.C.T. Branch 


Editorial note: Having checked with 
the Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust ‘Histori- 
cal Series’ book From Gipsy to Gem, / 
can contirm that DH.60 Gipsy Moth is the 
correct identification of the aircraft in 
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question. This correspondence may 
now be regarded as closed! — M.1.B. 


GYK82 


Congratulations on your coverage of 
the Springfield Experience. However, 
knowing what a stickler you are for ob- 
taining the correct history of our Proper 
Motor Cars you may be interested to 
know that the 1926 20 h.p. GYK82 
(P6-95, p.2457) was, in fact, when 
brought to Australia in June 1934 by her 
then owner James Watt, a stretched 
leather fixed head coupé by Freestone & 
Webb. Unfortunately the body did not 
stand up well to the harsh conditions of 
the Australian weather and the large 
rural property on which James lived. 

It was re-bodied around June 1938 by 
Martin & King as a tourer, with blue 
paintwork and black wheels. This body 
was later changed, after four owners, to 
a roadster, which reduced the weight by 
1 cwt to 29 cwt and seating from five to 
two. The body was painted grey, with 
grey wheels. 

The body was unsatisfactory to the 
owner of the day when he purchased the 
car on October 13th, 1950 so he 
proceeded to remove it and replace it 
with a heavy gauge all-steel body of hor- 
rific proportions but fortunately for me he 
kept the original bonnet intact — and 
being an engineer of some repute, kept 
the engine in excellent condition 
throughout the 14 year “lay-off”. 

When | came across the car in the 
latter half of 1962, purely by chance 
when we were looking for an advertised 
vehicle for sale (which we never did find!) 
it Was a very sorry spectacle indeed, 
body-wise. The radiator was dark green 
with verdigris, brightwork dulled to al- 
most grey, rats’ nests in the upholstery 
(or what was left of it and you would 
shudder to see some of the photographs 
| have of its poor state) and it was cur- 
rently being used as a fowl roost. 

It took me about 18 months of con- 
stant visits to talk Bert into selling it to me 
as he was “going to do it up one of these 
days”. As Bert was over 70 years of age 
at the time, itwas most unlikely. He finally 
succumbed to persuasion and allowed 
me to purchase the Twenty for my 
birthday on May 12th, 1964. There was 
a proviso attached to the purchase which 
was that | would take him “for a spin” 
when the Twenty was restored. This | 
gladly agreed to and took him for several 


“spins” after seeing the delight he ex- 
perienced when we first went out. 

She was “done up”, upholstered and 
painted using the same ugly body. It was 
offensive to my eye. The rear end was 
reminiscent of an elephant's rump. It was 
eventually decided to strip her once 
again to the chassis and have another 
body made. A Brewster design was 
chosen, the body style having a compart- 
ment for a hide-away hood, so that when 
the hood is retracted it disappears into 
the body compartment and gives the 
vehicle lines of a sporting nature. A 
dickey-seat was incorporated, in front of 
which is a golf club compartment. 

Plans were sought and supplied from 
overseas and the new all-aluminium 
body was made by Jones & Jones of 
Melbourne. The elder brother took a per- 
sonal interest in the exercise and was 
rewarded when “Clementine”, as | had 
named her, won Restoration of the Year 
and Overall Winner at the first Queens- 
land Federal Rally in June 1972. 

Until last August she had spent 11 
years “on blocks” once again — 25 years 
of her life unused — although for seven 
years at least she was used as an every- 
day vehicle. So in August she once again 
saw the light of day when son Greg took 
her to the 1994 Queensland Federal 
Rally, some 22 years later. Not to enter 
her in the Concours again as she is not 
yet restored to her former glory, but more 
than passable | think you will agree, 
thanks to Greg and his father. It was a 
great thrill for me to see her out and about 
after so many years. You will no doubt 
see a lot more of GYK82 in the years 
ahead as Greg is as enthusiastic as the 
rest of the family in all things Rolls- 
Royce. The car is not a Martin & King, 
although you may be excused for this 
error as it was listed in early registers as 
such. 


Melva Tompkins, 
New South Wales 


Editorial note: In my caption in 
P6-94, p.2457 | referred to Greg as a 
“non-member”. He is now a member of 
the New South Wales Branch so GYK82 
is once again a Club car. In the same 
caption | recalled that the car was 
owned in my Victoria Branch days by 
John Sproule, who was then Melva's 
husband. | stand corrected that it was 
owned by the Sproule family! — M.1.B. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1934 Bentley 31% Litre (B140AH) Oxborrow 
& Fuller continental tourer to Vanden Plas 
design. Matching engine no. F7BU. Total 
bare chassis restoration 1987-90. Body 
restoration by Roger Fry. Finished in Oxford 
blue with black hood. A very fine motor car. 
$178,000. Bas Renolds 09-450-4016 or FAX 
09-313-1637 


1937 Bentley 41% Litre (B88KT) Park Ward 
Saloon. imported into Australia in 1937 by 
Maurice Shmith. Off the road for many years 
and requiring work prior to use. Receipts for 
$20,000 of work just carried out by ourselves. 
Body in truly excellent condition. $49,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1947 Bentley Mk Vi (B146BH) One of the 
earliest Crewe Bentleys. Two-tone grey with 
original blue interior. Only two owners and 
20,000 miles in the past 20 years. Regularly 
serviced, repainted and restored. Cocktail 
tray, AM/FM radio/tape deck, electric 
windscreen washers, flashing turn signals, 
headlights re-silvered, electrical system over- 
hauled, new battery. Accessories including 
original radio, workshop manual. Documen- 
tation dating back to delivery. $25,000. Tony 
Davidson 08-332-5550 (‘phone/FAX) 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B237LH) Australian 
delivery. Very good mechanically and 
presents well. Reg. NBA-848. $22,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


INFORMATION: Classified ads must be 
factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 
availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Cars For Sale 


1960 Bentley Continental S2 (BC120AR) 
Park Ward drophead coupé. Walnut with tan 
hide. Good condition throughout. Rare and 
desirable car. Electric hood. Previously sold 
and serviced by ourselves. Reg. BC-456. 
$125,000. : 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1964 Bentley S3 (B68FG) Dawn Blue over 
Shell Grey. Immaculate Adelaide delivery car. 
Mechanically excellent, interior beautifully 
and correctly restored. 118,000 miles. Recent 
new air conditioning compressor and hoses. 
$75,000. Alastair Angas 088-42-2859 


1979 Silver Shadow Il (SRH37647) Chestnut 
with beige Everflex roof, beige leather. Excel- 
lent condition, 97,000 km, logbooks, new 
Avon tyres, electric sunroof, 12 months reg. 
Priced to meet market. $49,500. Anton Young 
074-82-5321 (w) 074-82-4263 (h) 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality black & 
white prints reproduce best but colour 
prints are perfectly acceptable. Please do 
not send negatives or transparencies. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's license number and comply with 
all other statutory requirements relating to 
their advertising. 


Cars For Sale 


1987 Silver Spirit (ASH20812) Ocean Blue 
over Deep Ocean with beige hide. Australian 
delivery. Update series with memory seats, 
latest fuel injection, etc. Full authorised dealer 
service history from new. Beige hide head- 
lining. Picnic tables. Telephone. Reg. 
8XW-624 (W.A.) $125,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1989 Bentley Turbo R (BRK25757) Very 
desirable colour scheme of Ebony with mush- 
room hide. Melbourne delivery. Picnic tables. 
Telephone. Winged-'B’ mascot. Current look 
car and under half the new car price. Reg. 
THJ-073 (N.S.W.) $220,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Silver Cloud Ill standard or coach- 
built saloon or coupé. Factory air conditioning 
preferred. Bas Renolds 09-450-4016 or FAX 
09-313-1637 


Parts For Sale 


‘Spirit of Ecstasy’ bronze sculpture, signed 
Charles Sykes, 21° high by 14° across. Ideal 
trophy, corporate display or collectors’ piece. 
Perfect condition. $2,500. Peter McGrath 
075-79-3361 


KB6021 34" x 1346" box spanner, for Wraith (or 
Pili, or Bentley 41%?), $40; RF5939 Ve" x "Ae" 
box spanner, for Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, 
PIV, Mk VI/R tool-tray, $25. RF3851 wheel 
trim disc spanner, Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, 
PIV, Mk VI/R, $40. Swap for other early post- 
war tools. Martin Bennett 048-29-7140 
(‘phone & FAX) 


Silver Shadow gravel shield, fits across front 
of car and protects lights and brightwork. Can 
be used at night. Bargain, $350. Harry Preece 
049-73-3597 


COST: Ads are free to members who do 
not regularly deal in sales or service of 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members 
are charged $15.00 for a non-commercial 
ad of reasonable length. Photographs may 
be included free of charge to members, 
$15.00 for others. Cheques made payable 
to R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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| JACK BARCLAY LIMITED | 
| 


GENUINE SPARE PARTS, 


FOR ALL ROLLS-ROYCE 
& 

BENTLEY MOTOR CARS 
THE ONLY DEALER IN 
THE WORLD 
APPROVED TO SUPPLY 


PRE 1955 PARTS 


FACSIMILE: 
71-738 8099 


TELEPHONE: 
71-738 8333 


2-4 PONTON ROAD - NINE ELMS - LONDON SW8 5BA 
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Bross CLASSIC PTY LIMITED 


WITH FORTY YEARS OF LOYAL SUPPORT FROM OUR CUSTOMERS WE 
ARE ABLE TO CONTINUE OUR GOOD, OLD-FASHIONED COMMITMENT TO 
SERVICE AND SUPERLATIVE PARTS SUPPLY. 


Heather Pryor, 
Managing Director. 


Bross CLASSIC PTY LIMITED 


A.C.N. 000 271643 MV.R1I.C Repairers Licence No. 44-004321-2 


¢ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists ¢ 


6 CHILVERS ROAD, THORNLEIGH, N.S.W. 2120 
P.O. BOX 83, PENNANT HILLS, N.S.W. 2120 
Tel: (02) 484-1239 or 484-4419 FAX: (02) 980-6592 


1-95 


Market Place 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted to complete restoration, the following 
tools: RF5906 5BA/3BA jaw spanner; RF&908 
2BA jaw spanner. David Vann 07-263-8572 
or FAX 07-865-4822 


Wanted: early post-war jack handle, tyre 
pump, pliers, screw-driver and various 
spanners for tool-tray. Have some swaps. 
Martin Bennett 048-29-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Wanted: radiator cap (steam-valve type) and 
Winged-'B' mascot for Bentley 4% Litre. Al 
Kinloch 06-254-2448 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM, 140+ copies 1960-1994. 
Some early issues in duplicare. $375 includ- 
ing p & p. Jim Thomson 08-379-3846 


PRAECLARUM, 1969 Vol. 3 no. 6; 1970 Vol. 
4nos. 1,2,3, 4; 1971 vol. 5nos. 1,2&3; 1972 
Vol. 6 no. 1. $4.00 each plus $1.00 p & p. 
Cheques made payable to R.R.O.C. (W.A.) 
Mark Babidge, 17 Duncraig Road, 
Applecross, W.A. 6153 09-364-2861 or FAX 
09-364-3458 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: handbook for Bentley Mk VI (4% 
litre), original type with clip-down cover. 
Simon Reed 074-85-3214 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: PRAECLARUM back issues. | need 
the following issues to complete my set: 74-1; 
75-2, 3, 4,5 & 6; 76-2, 3, 4,5&6; 77-1,4& 
6; 78-1, 2, 3/4, 5 & 6; 79-1/2, 3, 4 & 5; 80-1; 
82-1; 83-1. Bryan Harper 03-707-5592 or FAX 
003-707-5561 


Services 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


France. Holiday in Burgundy, 1995. 
Farmhouse — all found — sleeps 4-6, near 
historic towns and vineyards. Enquiries: 
B.Larwill, ‘phone 058-21-2923 or FAX 
058-31-2474 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration and 
component rebuilding to the highest 
standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
for all models. 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
Picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 pp three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring PISS Inner hub plate 


~Hub 


™ Air valve 


F 
Spanner extension 


Curved 
air valve 


Spanner— , ‘pir lock assembly 


All you need to fit new * Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your ae 
Pre-WWIl Classic. ns Hispano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax ¢ Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


° Bugatti 
LMARR DISK,LTD 


° Delage 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Di 


R.A.MCDermott&Co. 


420 Burnley Street, Richmond 3121 
Tel: (03) 428 8844 FAX: (03) 428 0190 
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Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now wrecking for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 

Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 

Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 
Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, "Phone: (09) 250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (09) 250 1404 


Insurance 


Veteran, vintage,classic and sports car owners — Keeping vehicles on Australian roads 


Laid-up cover or full comprehensive, quality 
insurance with Shannons might not cost as 
much as you think. 
Shannons recognise that enthusiasts take 
care of their vehicles and pass the savings on to il is 
you. Phone Shannons for a free quote now. < iH 
"3 a’ 
FeatureS: Agreed value eChoice @ yt en M > 
of repairer e You keep the salvage up to 
1970 (modifieds up to 1960) eOne windscreen 
or window glass replacement per year excess 
free ePersonal effects cover eStandard pre- 
1940 vehicles excess free e$5,000,000 legal 
liability e Prompt claims settlement e Australia 
wide service centres. 
Head Office, Victoria New South Wales South Australla Westom Australla Queensland Northern Territory 
321 Warrigal Road, 48 Sailors Bay Road, 6/212 Brighton Road, Suite 1, 4 Canning Road, P.O. Box 485, 9259 Bagot Road, 
Cheltenham, Vic., 3192 idge, N.S.W., Somerton Park, S.A. 5044 Kalamunda, W.A., 6076 Moorooka, Qid., 4105 Coconut Grove, N.T., 0810 
Pron (03) 3839475. Fax (02) 958 7841 ere ma Pane TST! Pace en! 


INSURER: SUN ALLIANCE AND ROYAL INSURANCE AUSTRALIA LIMITED 


ACN 005 297 807 
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The Finest Covers for the World’s Best Motor Cars 


From $179, one of our high-quality tailored dust-covers will protect your 
cherished Rolls-Royce, Bentley or other classic car. 

Each cover is tailor-made by hand to its own individual pattern from your 
choice of the finest quality super-fleece material or lightweight 100% cotton, 
to fit all models from Silver Ghosts to Silver Spirits. In fact, the closest thing 
to a Saville Row suit for your motor car. 


We also tailor make lambswool over-rugs for your car’s interior and boot, 


Now, The Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 25 Years 
Revealed!! 


Tany Pandter's 


FOREIGN PARTS CONNECTION, INC. 


2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. (310) 473-7773 
Fax. (310) 479-1197 


World's most complete stock of used 


for that extra look and feel of luxury and to protect your original carpets. All 
colours available. Guaranteed highest quality. 


post-war (1946-1991) Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi- 
ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and personal 
service always. 


e Restorable and Turnkey RHD Rolls-Royce and 
Bentleys available. 

° UPS, Air and Mall Shipments Daily. 

e Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


Australia-wide delivery and world-wide export. 


IONEER 
RUGS & COVERS 


Telephone (042) 67 1700; FAX (042) 67 1264 
Address correspondence to: P.O. Box 100, Bulli, N.S.W. 2516 


OF THE THREE ROLLS-ROYCE PHANTOM Ilis DELIVERED NEW IN AUSTRALIA, 
WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER FOR SALE THE TWO PICTURED BELOW 


Ordered by Kellow-Falkiner Motors for stock, 3AZ204 
was sold to Sydney and fitted by what was to all accounts an 
ungainly and uncomfortable Kellow-Falkiner saloon body. 
Meanwhile, Appleby & Ward had arranged for 3CP146 to be 
delivered to New York for Mr Stuart of Sydney to be driven 
by him to California and then shipped home. Subsequently, 
this latter car had an altercation with a bus at Palm Beach. The 
damaged car was acquired by the owner of 3AZ204, who 
arranged to have the attractive H.J.Mulliner coachwork 
transferred to the latter chassis and the Kellow-Falkiner saloon 
junked. 


3AZ204 is now one of the most desirable Rolls-Royce cars in Australia, featuring very elegant coachwork with superb 
fittings (silver-inlaid woodwork, cocktail cabinet, gentleman’s and lasy’s companions, etc.) Original handbook, mascot, 
some tools and spares. Mechanically the car has had the benefit of considerable attention including a recent engine rebuild. 
The car requires repainting and retrimming to realize its potential as an exceptional example of this magnificent model. 


$105,000. All trades considered. 


R.A.M°Dermott &Co. 


420 Burnley Street, Richmond 3121 
Tel: (03) 428 8844 FAX: (03) 4280190 


The Measure of Excellence 


McMILLAN PRESTIGE 


Car Repairs Pty Ltd 


Telephone: (02) 744 5111 Facsimile: (02) 744 5517 


Authorised Rolls-Royce & Bentley Coachwork Repairer 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY. LTD Print Post Approved PP229219 100048 
20 PIRIE STREET FYSHWICK ACT 2609 (06) 280 6733 Lodgement Office: Canberra Mail Centre, Fyshwick, 2609 


